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Students Must Be In School To Learn

ǒAttendance

ǒLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
absent  (203)931-6897.

ǒLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 
assignments. Any specific questions should be directed to the teacher.

ǒThe School monitors attendance.  Excessive absenteeism will warrant  written 
notification, phone calls and team meetings with the parent(s).

~Class with best attendance has a 

chance to win trophy for a month.  

~The class (one 5th, one 6th) with overall 

best attendance to play in kickball game in June.  

~The Wheel of Perfect Attendance

~Star staff Member



Working with the school
ǒ Talk with your child about 

school
ǒ Utilize the Parent Portal on 

PowerSchool
ǒ Praise good grades
ǒ Acknowledge success
ǒ Ask for specifics, 

reinforce constructive 
behavior

ǒ Listen, without evaluating
ǒ Plan for improvement
ǒ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ 

motivation to improve

ǒ Work with teachers regarding 
concerns

ǒ Make appointments to visit 
with school staff as needed

ǒ Take advantage of parent 
conferences as a time to 
communicate with teachers



PowerSchool for Parents

ǒAccess through West 
Haven Schools website
ǒwww.whschools.org

ǒClick on Parents and Students

ǒClick on Parent Portal

ǒClick on link:  
ps.whschools.org



Importance of Organization
ǐ Agenda - An important tool to help your child keep organized.

Everychildshouldbringtheir agendahomeeverynight.

ǐ Settingasidea homework time - It is important for a child to have
a set time allotted after schoolfor homeworkto bedone,it should
bea part of their dailyroutine.

ǐ Keepingbackpackclean- Helpingyour childcleanout their folders
andnotebookson a weeklybasishelpskeepthem organized.

If you feel that your child needs extra support in the area 
of organization please contact their school counselor.



West Haven Public Schools
Social Media

ǒCarrigan.whschools.org

ǒWhschools.org

ǒwww.facebook.com/whschools

ǒwww.twitter.com/whschools

ǒReal time updates on things like:

ǒ Bus Delays

ǒ Power outages

ǒ Snow days/delays/half-days/event cancellations

ǒ5ƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƎŜ

ǒSee the great things going on in the entire West Haven school system 
and important school reminders or updates

ǒRemind App

http://www.facebook.com/whschools
http://www.twitter.com/whschools


#DOWORK
Math ELA

ÅMath Newsletter

ÅMath Curriculum updates

ÅMath Nights for curriculum, 
updates, and games

ÅEnglish Language Arts 
Standards

ÅEnglish Language Arts 
Newsletter

Å Independent Reading

ÅELA nights for curriculum, 
updates, and book swaps



SRBI-Scientific Research Based Interventions 

SRBI is also known as RTI

The school provides more individualized 
instruction for children who need the 
most support.

Tier 3

Tier 2

Tier 1

The school or program provides help for 
children who need more support than 
they are receiving from the general 
curriculum. 

All children receive high quality 
curriculum and instruction in the general 
education classroom.  



Homework
ǒ aŀƪŜ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ

ǒ Set aside a time and place with necessary 

resources for homework

ǒ Have your child check their agenda

ǒ /ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊǎ

ǒ /ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ

ǒ Limit television, recreational computer use, and videogames 
during the week

ǒ Have your student contact other students if they forget the 
assignment, are absent, or need some advice

ǒ Teach your child to advocate for him/herself



Physical Education
-- Proper attire is important for safe participation in class.

~Sneakers that tie up or Velcro
~Flexible pants or shorts and a tee shirt with a crew collar
~PLEASE NO SHOES OR BOOTS FOR CLASS
~IT IS NOT ALLOWED
~STUDENTS CANNOT PARTICIPATE!!

-- Medical excuses for class need to come from the nurse or a doctor 
in written form. A parent can write an excuse for immediate 
emergencies if necessary for that day only!!

-- The CT State Fitness Test will be given to all 6th graders while 5th 
grade will prepare to take the test the following year.All scores are 
recorded and sent to the state for evaluation of our student's fitness 
level. we work throughout the year to improve our fitness level 
through the activities we do throughout the year.



Media Center Update

ǒStudents check out one book every two weeks. Please make 
sure they remember to return it!

ǒSeptember is Public Library Month-we are encouraging all our 
students to get library cards for the public library. They have 
tons of resources and programs to help our students.

ǒThere are two book fairs each year to help students to 
purchase their own books, but also to help the library get 
more materials.

ǒTechnology skills will be taught as part of the library periods. 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŜǊŜ!

ǒ3 Computer Labs!



BYOD
ÅWhat is BYOD? (Bring Your Own Device)

ïWhat type of device?

ÅLaptop, Smart Phone, IPad, IPod, Tablets, E-Readers

ïHow can they be used?

ÅOrganizational Tool

ÅNote Taking

ÅInternet Research (School Wi-Fi ςFiltered)

ïWho is Responsible for the device?

ÅYour Child ςUse a good case, Lock it up

ïWhen 

ÅEach teacher will decide when it is best to begin and notify students

ïRules of Use

ÅSee your handbook for all the rules

ÅThey will be explained to the students



ELL Department
Veronica Howard ςELL/Bilingual Teacher for 5th Gr.
Marissa Gambardella ςELL Teacher for 6th Gr.

Evelyn De Jesus ςELL Tutor for 6th Gr.
Esther Theodore - ELL Tutor for 5th Gr.

Our program serves over 100 students of different backgrounds and 
nationalities. These students are working hard to achieve English language proficiency 
through small group instruction based on research based strategies with the support 
of our highly qualified staff.

Although Spanish is the predominant language in this sub group, we also 
proudly teach students who speak Dutch, Ga, French, Korean, Kurdish, Kotokoli, 
Mandarin, Pashto, Polish, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu, and an increasing number of Arabic 
and Turkish speaking students.

ELL Students

2016-2017 ï24 5th graders exited!

2016-2017 ï7 6th graders exited!

Carrigan ELL Team had largest amount of 

students exiting the program last year 

compared to the district!  Great work!



Steps to Problem Solving
²ƘŜƴ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ 

a problem-solving session

ǒSecond Step Program
ǒFind the best time to sit down and work as a team
ǒState your point of view, without attacking or blaming
ǒ[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ
ǒDefine the problem as you see it

ǒ Restate the conflict as a problem that can be solved
ǒBrainstorm for solutions 

ǒWrite down ideas without evaluating or criticizing them
ǒEvaluate ideas
ǒChoose solutions

ǒ Be willing to compromise.  Look for win-win solutions
ǒTry out your solutions



Officer Courtney Dorsi - WHPD

ǒCarrigan SRO (School Resource Officer) 

ǒProvide a safe and secure school environment for Carrigan 
staff and students

ǒEducate students on peer pressure, strangers, effects of 
drugs andalcohol, friendships, neighborhood safety, of 
making the right decision and how to avoid negative 
situations.

ǒProvide scenario based situations to guide students to 
utilize the skills they learned



School Buses

ǒBehavior that is not acceptable in school is 
not acceptable on the bus or at the bus stop.

ǒThe expectation is that students will sit 
properly, keep noise levels down, and follow 
all rules and regulations in place to ensure a 
safe ride home for all students

ǒSafety First



Community 
Outreach


